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MAY 10

ST ISIDORE OF MADRID, LABOURER,
PATRON OF MADRID

IT is a misfortune which deserves to be lamented with floods of tears
that ignorance, obstinacy, and vice should so often taint a country life,
the state which of all others is most necessary and important to the world;
the most conformable to a human condition and to nature, the state which
was sanctified by the example of the primitive holy patriarchs, and which
affords the most favourable opportunities for the perfect practice of every
virtue and Christian duty. What advantageous helps to piety did the
ancient hermits seek in the deserts which the circumstances of a country
labourer do not offer ? The life of St Isidore is a most sensible proof of
this assertion. He was born at Madrid of poor but very devout parents,
and was christened Isidore from the name of their patron, St Isidore of
Seville. They had not the means to procure him learning or a polite
education; but, both by word and example, they infused into his tender
soul the utmost horror and dread of all sin, and the most vehement ardour
for every virtue, and especially for prayer. Good books are a great help
to holy meditation, but not indispensably requisite. St Irenaeus mentions
whole nations which believed in Christ, and abounded in exemplary livers,
without knowing the use of ink or paper. Many illustrious anchorets
knew no other alphabet than that of humility and divine charity. The
great St Antony himself could not so much as read the Greek or Latin
languages; nay, from the words of St Austin, some doubt whether he
could read even his own barbarous Egyptian dialect. Yet in the science
of the saints what philosopher or orator ever attained to the A B C of
that great man ? Learning, if it puffs up the mind, or inspires any secret
self-sufficiency, is an impediment to the communications of the Holy Ghost,
simplicity and sincere humility being the dispositions which invite him
into the soul. By these was Isidore prepared to find him an interior
instructor and comforter. His earnestness in seeking lessons and in-
structions of piety made him neglect no opportunity of hearing them;
and so much the more tender and the deeper were the impressions which
they left in his soul as his desire was the stronger and the more pure*
His patience in bearing all injuries and in overcoming the envy of fellowr
servants by cordial kindnesses; his readiness to obey his masters, and in
indifferent things to comply with the inclinations of others, and humbly
to serve everyone, gave him the most complete victory over himself and
his passions. Labour he considered as enjoined him by God in punish-
ment of sin, and for a remedy against it; and he performed his work in
a spirit of compunction and penance. Many object that their labours and